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452 NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF JOINT MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE 

NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL WITH THE COUNCIL OF THE 

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

At the National Research Council Building, May 27, 1919, at 9.30 a.m. 

Present: Messrs. Bancroft, Carty,* Dunn, Flinn, Howell,* Hussey, Leusch- 
ner, Manning, Mathews, Merriam, Millikan, Pearl,* Ransome,* Walcott,* 
Washburn, Woods, Yerkes. 

Mr. Walcott in the Chair during the transaction of the business of the 
Council of the Academy. 

Mr. Merriam in the chair during the transaction of the business of the 
National Research Council. 

The minutes of the regular meetings of the Executive Board of the Na- 
tional Research Council of April 15 and May 13, of the special meeting of the 
Executive Board of May 8, of the joint meeting of the Executive Board of the 
National Research Council and the Council of the National Academy of 
Sciences of April 30, and of the Interim Committee of the National Research 
Council of May 20, were approved as circulated, with certain amendments 
which have been included in the minutes of these meetings as previously re- 
ported in the Proceedings. Matters concerning solely the National Academy 
of Sciences are omitted from these minutes. Report on certain other matters 
which have not, as yet, been brought to a definite conclusion will be included 
in the minutes of future meetings. 

A report from the Editorial Board of the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences was presented by its chairman, Mr. Raymond Pearl. 
The following extract concerns the National Research Council: 

A special joint committee of the Editorial Board of the Proceedings on the one hand, 
and the National Research Council on the other hand, met and considered the general ques- 
tion of the future relations of the National Research Council and the Proceedings. The 
special committee was constituted as follows: For the Editorial Board, the Chairman, the 
Managing Editor, and Dr. Day; for the National Research Council, Doctors Hale, Merriam, 
and Yerkes. The general policy worked out by this joint committee was agreed to by the 
Editorial Board. It was in effect this, that the Proceedings oe the National Academy of 
Sciences should become in a broader sense than had been true in the past, representative of 
the activities of the National Research Council, as well as of the National Academy It was 
understood that the National Research Council should offer to the Proceedings as official 
communications of the Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences such material, 
(intended for publication as bulletins of the Council) as the Council considered to be of perma- 
nent scientific value in the Proceedings. It was felt that in view of the proposed enlarge- 
ment of the scope of the Proceedings to represent the activities of the National Research 
Council that some changes in the typography of the Proceedings might be desirable and 
it was agreed that changes looking to the improvement of the Proceedings in this regard 
would be inaugurated as soon as agreement on the matter had been reached between the con- 
ferees from the two interested bodies. 

Moved: That the report be referred to the Editorial Board with power. (Adopted.) 

* Members of the Council of the National Academy of Sciences . 
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The Council of the Academy adjourned at 10.30 a.m. 

The Council of the National Academy of Sciences and the Executive Board 
of the National Research Council met in joint session at 10.35 a.m. 

Mr. Dunn, as Chairman of the Nominating Committee for members at 
large of the Executive Board, presented a report of progress, stating that four 
members-at-large of the Executive Board had already been- nominated on April 
30 and had been appointed by the President of the Academy and that the 
Committee desired to recommend the appointment of the following additional 
members-at-large: Messrs. Van H. Manning, Director Bureau of Mines, S. 
W. Stratton, Director Bureau of Standards, and John J. Carty, Chief Engineer 
American Telephone and Telegraph Company, 195 Broadway. The Secre- 
tary was requested to cast the ballot for the names presented. The Secretary 
cast the ballot for the nominees and they were declared elected for recommend- 
ation for appointment by the President of the National Academy of Sciences 
to membership in the Council. Mr. Dunn stated that five additional mem- 
bers at large remained to be nominated and that the Committee had in mind 
to nominate only three of the remaining five in the immediate future. 

Moved: That the expenses of Mr. Albert Barrows incident to visiting various state scienti- 
fic committees and research committees in educational institutions on his way to Washing- 
ton, be paid from the. funds of the Division of Educational Relations, and that Mr. Barrows' 
salary begin with his services to the Council in this connection. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That one thousand (1000) copies of the War Organization of the National Research 
Council pamphlets be printed. (Adopted.) 

In behalf of the Research Fellowship Board Mr. Leuschner, Acting Secre- 
tary of the Board, reported the following appointments to National Research 
Fellowships for the ensuing year: 

E. F. Barker (Physics) E. Russell Bichowsky (Chemistry) 
A. E. Caswell (Physics) Emmet K. Carver (Chemistry) 

F. E. E. Germann (Physics) W. D. Rodebush (Chemistry) 
Leonard B. Loeb (Physics) Geo. Scatchard (Chemistry) 
George P. Paine (Physics) Warren C. Vosburgh (Chemistry) 
Robert A. Patterson (Physics) Lansing S. Wells (Chemistry) 

Mr. J. C. Merriam, Chairman, made the following announcement: 
That he had continued the original Committee on Nominations of officers 
and members of the Executive Board, Messrs. Hale, Millikan, and Noyes, 
for the nomination of three vice chairmen and that this committee had made 
the following nominations: 

First Vice Chairman— Mr. C. D. Walcott 
Second Vice Chairman — -Mr. Gano Dunn 
Third Vice Chairman— Mr. R. A. Millikan 

Moved: That the Secretary cast the ballot for Messrs, C. D. Walcott, Gano Dunn, and R. 
A. Millikan for First, Second and Third Vice Chairmen respectively, of the National 
Research Council. (Adopted.) 
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The Secretary reported that he had cast the ballot in accordance with the 
foregoing- resolution and Messrs. Walcott, Dunn, and Millikan were declared 
First, Second, and Third Vice Chairmen respectively. 

The Chairman reported the receipt of a communication from Secretary Red- 
field stating that he would be pleased to have the National Research Council 
represented at the World Cotton Conference to be held at Atlantic City, May 
28. 

Moved: That Mr. Johnston and Mr. H. E. Howe be appointed delegates to represent the 
National Research Council at the World Cotton Conference to be held at Atlantic City, May 
28, and that this appointment carry with it reimbursement from the funds for the general 
maintenance of the Executive Board for expenses of travel and subsistence. (Adopted.) 

With reference to the proposed establishment of a popular journal of sci- 
ence it was 

Moved: To pass the following resolution, only members of the Council of National Academy 
of Sciences voting: 

Whereas, at the meeting of the National Academy of Sciences on April 30 the following 
motion was adopted: 

"That the Council of the National Academy of Sciences be authorized to proceed with 
arrangements for a popular journal of science, provided arrangements be made for properly 
financing the journal, and for safeguarding the scientific quality of its contents," 

Resolved by the Council of the National Academy of Sciences that the Executive Board of 
the National Research Council be requested to assist the Council of the National Academy of 
Sciences by investigating and reporting back on the feasibility of a popular journal of science, 
and by securing pledges of funds. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That Mr. Vernon Kellogg be invited to prepare as promptly as possible for the 
National Research Council a report on the feasibility of establishing a popular journal of 
science, on a plan for the organization and direction of such a journal, and on estimates of 
necessary expenditures in connection therewith. (Adopted.) 

Mr. Washburn reported that in accordance with the resolution passed by 
the Executive Board on May 8, 1919, an informal conference concerning the 
continuation of the Committee on Explosives Investigations, had been held 
with representatives of the Army, the Navy, and the Bureau of Mines. 
Present at the Conference were Col. C. Harris, Jr., of the Ordnance Depart- 
ment of the Army, Lieut. Commdr. T. S. Wilkinson of the Bureau of Ordnance 
of the Navy, Dr. C. E. Munroe, Chairman of the Committee on Explosives 
Investigations, and the Acting Chairman of the Division of Chemistry and 
Chemical Technology. Mr. Van H. Manning of the Bureau of Mines was un- 
able to be present owing to another engagement, but his views were known to 
the other members of the conference. Mr. Washburn submitted a recommen- 
dation from the conference that letters be addressed to the Bureau of Ordnance 
of the Navy, to the Ordnance Department of the Army, and to the Bureau of 
Mines, suggesting that these organizations cooperate in making arrangements 
for the permanent continuance of the Committee on Explosives Investigations, 
such cooperation to involve financial support to the extent of $2000 per annum 
by each of these three organizations. 
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Moved: That the suggestions contained in the report of Mr. Washburn be approved. 

(Adopted.) 

The President of the National Academy of Sciences presented the following 
report on the proposed lease of the Navy League Building: An offer has been 
made to the agent of the building of $6500 a year for a two year lease, with 
the privilege of extending the lease for another year and with the understand- 
ing that the building shall be turned over to the National Research Council in 
thoroughly good order. It is expected that a definite report will be received 
by June 3. 

The Acting Chairman announced that he had appointed an informal com- 
mittee consisting of Messrs. Walcott, Leuschner, and Yerkes, to report on the 
representation of the United States at the international meetings to be held at 
Brussels beginning July 16. This committee reported that nominations were 
being received from the proper sources, that the traveling expenses of some of 
the nominees could be provided by educational and research institutions, but 
that it had become evident that the United States would not be properly rep- 
resented unless additional provision for traveling expenses could be made; 
that in particular government bureaus were not allowed, under the law, to 
provide traveling expenses to these meetings for their members. Under these 
circumstances the President of the National Academy of Sciences had addressed 
a letter to the President of the United States, emphasizing the importance of 
adequate representation at the Brussels meeting on the part of the United 
States, and recommending that the Government provide the necessary travel- 
ing expenses of delegates. 

The Committee further recommended that in case traveling expenses should 
be appropriated as requested, those delegates whose expenses are to be paid 
from government funds should be distributed approximately as follows: 

For the International Research Council and the Unions which are already 
in process of formation and will be able to begin active work at Brussels, namely 
the Astronomical, Geophysical, Chemical, and Medical Unions, approximately 
5 each. 

For the conference to be held in connection with the proposed formation of 
Unions in Physics, Geology, Biology, Mathematics, and Bibliography 1 to 2 
each, with the understanding that this distribution is only tentative. A pro- 
vision of the International Research Council and of the Scientific Unions oper- 
ating provisionally is that the number of delegates is not limited, and it seems 
desirable to the Committee that additional delegates be accredited if neces- 
sary, particularly in astronomy, if their traveling expenses can be provided for 
from private sources. 

Moved: That the foregoing action and recommendations of the Committee, Messrs. Wal- 
cott, Leuschner, and Yerkes, on Representation of the United States, at the International 
meetings to be held at Brussels commencing July 16th, be approved and that the Committee 
be constituted a Committee on Selection of Delegates with power to nominate delegates in 
accordance with the plan presented. (Adopted.) 
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The Acting Chairman reported that Mr. Albert L. Barrows had accepted 
the appointment made on April 30 as Secretary for the Divisions of Educational 
and States Relations. 

On recommendation of the Division of Educational Relations, it was 

Moved: That Mr. Vernon Kellogg be elected a member-at-large of the Division of Educa- 
tional Relations, with the recommendation to the President of the National Academy of Sci- 
ences that he be appointed a member of the National Research Council and assigned to that 
Division. (Adopted.) 

Mr. Yerkes, as Chairman, presented the following nominations of members 
of the Research Information Service: 

Mr. Joseph Stewart, Special Assistant to the Attorney General, Post Office Department, as 
official representative of the Department. 

Dr. Edwin F. Gay, Central Bureau of Planning and Statistics, member at large. 

Dr. Raymond Pearl, School of Hygiene and Public Health, Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, member at large. 

Moved: That the nominations of Messrs Joseph Stewart, Dr. Edwin F. Gay, and Dr. Ray- 
mond Pearl as members of the Research Information Service be approved, with the recom- 
mendation to the President of the National Academy of Sciences that they be appointed 
members of the National Research Council and assigned to that Division. (Adopted.) 

In behalf of the Committee appointed on May 13 with power to arrange 
with the State Department for the continuation of the Foreign Research In- 
formation Service, Mr. Yerkes, as Chairman, presented the following report: 

In accordance with motion adopted at Executive Board meeting May 13 the Acting Chair- 
man of the Council and the Chairman of the Research Information Service with the assist- 
ance of Messrs. Bancroft, Dunn, and Mathews, as members of a committee appointed to take 
action with reference to the future of the foreign information service, have prepared the fol- 
lowing resolutions. 

Whereas the Research Information Service of the National Research Council, through its 
scientific attaches in London, Paris, and Rome, has rendered important service to the Depart- 
ments of War and the Navy and has effectively coSperated with other Departments, notably 
that of State: 

And whereas the importance of this scientific assistance has been recognized and appreci- 
ated by the Departments especially concerned and is deemed worthy of continuance; 

And whereas the possibility and prospect of closer commercial and social relations between 
nations renders especially desirable prompt interchange of ideas and results of research to the 
end that duplication of effort may be avoided, plans coordinated, and the progress of civiliza- 
tion furthered by effective scientific and technical cooperation: 

And whereas during the coming months and from time to time thereafter numerous inter- 
national organizations (some of them based on treaties between nations) will meet in Europe 
for the consideration of political, social, industrial, and educational problems of the utmost 
importance with present varied scientific aspects; 

Be It Resolved: That in the judgment of the Executive Board of the National Research 
Council the continuance of the Research Information Service in London, Paris, and Rome, 
is of vital importance; 

That in each of these centers a scientific attache 1 should be maintained by the United 
States Government as an official representative of the scientific and technical interests of the 
Government and of the National Research Council. 
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On May 23 the Acting Chairman of the Council presented to the Third Assistant Secretary 
of State the substance of these resolutions with an estimate of the expense of continuing the 
service of scientific attaches in London and Paris. The Third Assistant Secretary of State 
advised that a statement of the need for this service for the year beginning July 1, 1919, 
should be transmitted immediately to the President of the United States. 

In accordance with this advice a letter was prepared by your committee and transmitted to 
the State Department for approval and comment. 

Moved: That the offices of the Research Information Service in London, Paris, and Rome 
be closed June 30, 1919, unless Government funds become available for the continuation of 
the Foreign Research Information Service. {Adopted.) 

In behalf of the Division of Physical Sciences, Mr. Millikan as retiring Chair- 
man, recommended that a communication be sent to the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation requesting an annual appropriation of $20,000 for two or three years for 
traveling expenses in connection with the plan of stimulating and organizing 
research in physical subjects through the formation of groups of research men 
in these subjects. 

Moved: That the Executive Board approve the foregoing recommendations of the Divi- 
sion of Physical Sciences and that the Chairman of the Council be authorized to address a 
letter to the Rockefeller Foundation requesting an annual appropriation of $20,000 for two or 
three years in support of these plans. {Adopted.) 

Moved: That the following recommendations from the Division of Biology and Agricul- 
ture be approved: It is the sense of the Division of Biology and Agriculture that it is desirable 
to ask support for a number of National Research Fellowships in the Division of Biology and 
Agriculture, comparable in general type to those offered in physics and chemistry. 

{Adopted.) 

Moved: That the Division of Geology and Geography be authorized to pay from the Gen- 
eral Maintenance allotment of the Division the expenses of railroad fare and Pullman for the 
members attending a meeting of the Division to be held June 5 and 6 1919. Adopted. 

Moved: That the following Committee on Paleobotany of the Division of Geology and 
Geography be approved: 

David White (Chairman), U. S. Geological Survey 
R. S. Bassler, TJ. S. National Museum 

E. W. Berry, Johns Hopkins University 

J. M. Clarke, State Geologist of New York 

F. H. Knowlton, U. S. Geological Survey 

J. C. Merriam, University of California. {Adopted.) 

Mr. Leuschner,' the Acting Chairman of the Division of Physical Sciences 
presented a recommendation from the Provisional Executive Committee of 
the American Section of the proposed International Geophysical Union to the 
effect that the railroad fare and Pullman expenses of the members of the Sec- 
tion attending the organizing meeting of the Section to be held on June 24 and 
25, 1919, be met from the General Maintenance fund of the Executive Board 
allotment. 

Moved: That the railroad and Pullman expense of members attending the organizing meet- 
ing on June 24 and 25, 1919, of the American Section of the proposed International Geophysi- 
cal Union, not to exceed $100 in the case of any member, be approved, such expenses to be 
met from the General Maintenance fund of the Executive Board allotment. {Adopted.) 
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In behalf of the Division of Chemistry and Chemical Technology Mr. Wash- 
burn, as Acting Chairman, submitted the following recommendations: 

That the membership of the committee on Synthetic Drugs be constituted as follows: 

Moses Gomberg, Ph.D., Prof, of Organic Chemistry, Univ. of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 

G. W. McCoy, M.D., Director of the Hygiene Laboratory, U. S. Pubic Health Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

Francis M. Phelps, Lawyer, Pacific Building, Washington, D. C. 

W. A. Puckner, Phar.D., Director of Chemical Laboratory of the American Medical As- 
sociation and Sec'y of the Council of Pharmacy and Chemistry of the American Medical 
Association. 

Edw. S. Rogers, Attorney, Peoples Gas Bldg., Chicago, 111. 

Julius Stieglitz, Ph.D., Sc.D., Chem.D., Prof, of Chemistry, University of Chicago, 
Chicago, 111. . (Approved.) 

That the Executive Board approve the preparation of monographs in ac- 
cordance with the plan outlined in Section 3, of the report of the Committee 
on Publication of Compendia of Chemical Literature (see minutes of the 
Executive Board of April 30), and that it accept the invitation contained in 
the report to appoint one member of a Board of Trustees which shall have 
power to organize and control the undertaking. (Approved) 

Moved: That the following plan of organization of the Division of Anthropology and Psy- 
chology, together with the recommendations presented, be approved: 

Organization of the Division of Anthropology and Psychology 

It is recommended that the Division of Anthropology and Psychology of the 
National Research Council be organized as follows: 

(1) The membership of the Division shall be equally divided between psy- 
chology and anthropology, and for the present shall be limited to nine mem- 
bers representing psychology and nine representing anthropology. 

(2) The leading organization in each of the two subjects represented shall be 
asked to nominate six representatives for membership in the Division, the 
six persons thus nominated, in conference with the Executive Board of the 
Research Council to nominate the remaining three for each subject. It is 
understood that the American Psychological Association will nominate the six 
members for psychology, and the American Anthropological Association the 
six members for anthropology. 

(3) The eighteen members selected shall elect from this number a Chairman 
for the Division of Anthropology and Psychology, and the nine representatives 
of each subject shall elect a chairman for a section, to be organized for each 
subject. 

(4) For the present the work of the Division shall be divided so that general 
matters will be cared for by the whole Division under the direction of the 
Chairman of the Division, the sections holding rather frequent meetings 
under the direction of the Section Chairman. 
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(5) The executive business of the Division including general matters for 
the Division as a whole and those covering the work of the two sections shall 
be handled by a Secretary at a salary of $3000 per year, the Secretary to be 
resident in Washington. In view of this organization it seems desirable that 
the sum of $3000 being the difference between the salary of the Secretary and 
the normal salary of the head of a division be made available for expenses of the 
Chairman of the Division and the Chairmen of the two Sections, in connection 
with journeys to Washington with such residence at headquarters as may be 
necessary in conducting the work of the Division. (Adopted.) 

The meeting adjourned at 1.05 p.m. 

Paul Brockett, Assistant Secretary. 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE INTERIM COMMITTEE 
At the National Research Council Building, June 3, 1919, at 9.30 a.m. 

Present: Messrs. Angell, Bancroft, Clevenger, Leuschner, Mathews, Mer- 
riam, Washburn, Yerkes and, by invitation, H. E. Howe. 

Mr. Merriam in the chair. 

The Secretary reported that in view of the fact that the Government dis- 
bursing office in London, through which disbursements were made to the 
Foreign Research Information Service at London and Paris, had probably 
been closed on June 1 , it would be necessary to advance a sufficient sum of 
money from the funds appropriated to the Executive Board for the continuance 
of the offices of the Scientific Attaches in London and Paris during the month 
of June and for the traveling expenses incident to the return to the United 
States of the staffs of these offices. 

Moved: That, owing to the closing of the disbursing office in London, an advance be made 
from the funds of the National Research Council, allotted to the Executive Board, unless other 
means can be found, to cover the emergency in the disbursement of government funds for the 
offices of the Scientific Attaches in London and Paris during the month of June, with the un- 
derstanding that the sum so advanced will be returned to the National Research Council 
from the President's allotment for the expenses of the Council through the Council of National 
Defense; that the amount to be advanced be left to the discretion of the Chairman and Sec- 
retary, provided it shall not exceed $6000 in all; $3000 for the London and $3000 for the Paris 
office. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That the expenses of Scientific Attaches Mendenhall, Howe, and Washington as 
delegates of the National Research Council to the meetings in Brussels be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Delegates (Messrs. Walcott, Leuschner, Yerkes) with power, with the understand- 
ing that the total expenses involved will not exceed $1500. (Adopted.) 

The Chairman reported on the repairs and alterations required to pre- 
pare the Navy League Building for the use of the Council and stated that 
the owners had asked for a week's delay in completing the lease on account 
of a prospective sale of the property, and that under these circumstances an 
option to June 15, 1919 on the removal of the lease of the present quarters had 
been secured. 



